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Welcome! 
Hello and welcome to the alumni newsletter. As our chapter grows older and we begin 
to have more and more alumni, we feel that it is important to keep those who have gone 
before us informed of their ol’ fraternity alma mater. Therefore, please take a moment 
to pour yourself a cup of tea or wine and catch up on the happenings of “the dear old 
gold and blue,”  

Yours truly,  

ATO Kappa Rho 

Fall Recruitment 2022 
 ATO Kappa Rho had an incredibly strong start to the 2022-2023 academic year with a 

very successful Fall Recruitment process. 

Headed by recruitment chair Max 

Adams (pictured here), ATO’s Fall 

Recruitment saw even greater success 

by changing how they recruit and 

reaching out to potential new members 

farther in advance. The three primary 

ways through which ATO garnered more 

interest before official Rush began were 

summer events in Birmingham, Atlanta, 

and Nashville, helping freshmen boys move into their dorms in Smith Hall, and a new 

pre-Rush event, the Miami Vice party, held on campus. These were all entirely new 

recruiting methods that ATO Kappa Rho had not previously utilized in all its years on 

Samford’s Campus. ATO is incredibly excited to welcome the Xi class. As Max says, 
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“everyone is pumped about it.” Max hopes that ATO can continue improving 

recruitment in the next few years by emphasizing pre-Rush events as a core part of 

raising interest in the fraternity. When asked how he thought this year’s Rush went, Max 

said, “It wasn’t just me; it was a team effort. I don’t feel like this is ‘my’ pledge class; this 

is everyone’s; everyone put in the work.” Once again, ATO had a huge success with 

recruitment, and the future is incredibly bright. With continued improvements to 

recruitment to be implemented in years to come, ATO hopes to continue to gain 

incredible pledge classes like this year’s Xi class.  

Brother Spotlight 

Kappa Rho does an incredible job at acknowledging the hard work of its members, who 

have done incredible things to help the betterment of the chapter. Still, something that 

doesn’t always get acknowledged is the incredible work that the brothers are doing 

outside of ATO. In this Newsletter, we will be highlighting our very own Ryan Cruz. 

Ryan is a Health Sciences major on a PA track. With a love for science and anatomy, 

Ryan has chosen this path because of a calling in his life to serve people in his 

community.  Ryan has shown himself as a 

natural-born leader and was nominated 

for the Emerging Greek Leader in Greek 

Awards. Ryan has displayed a very strong 

ability to lead, not just in ATO but out in 

the Samford community. He is proudly 

involved in Samford’s worship team, the 

Society of Kinesiology, and Students for 

Life. Ryan’s love for worship has recently 

led him to an incredible opportunity to be 

able to serve the youth. North Point 

Ministries recently asked Ryan to help 

write a devotional for middle schoolers about worship. Ryan is a busy man with all his 

involvements and has made time to serve the youth by helping spread the good word, 

which speaks to Ryan’s character as a man of God. We are incredibly proud of the work 

he is doing in and out of our chapter. Ryan Cruz has displayed himself to be a man of 



outstanding character and leadership. He is highly deserving of being recognized as our 

brother spotlight. 

Pledge Spotlight 
In past Newsletters, we have been able to highlight brothers who are either doing 

great things within the chapte. We are insanely proud of the direction the chapter is 

moving and the new members that will make up the future of our great chapter. 

Because of this, we want to begin to also highlight our pledges because they will be the 

future leaders of this chapter and the ones who continue to help shape Kappa Rho for 

the better. 

Michael Gurley is one of Alpha Tau Omega’s newest members. He is from Knoxville, 

Tennessee, and chose to come to Samford because of its great sense of community, 

smaller class sizes, and plenty of student programs to get involved in. Michael was very 

involved in cross country in high school, as well 

as being a member of the English Honor Society. 

Outside of academics, Michael enjoyed spending 

time with friends and forming new friendships 

with people. At Samford, a few of his hobbies 

outside the classroom include going to the gym, 

enjoying the wonderful outdoors, and indulging 

in fine literature. As a chapter, we wanted 

Michael to be a part of our brotherhood based 

on his genuine interest, thoughtfulness, sense of 

humor, and kindness as a friend to all. Michael 

wanted to join the Alpha Tau Omega fraternity 

because he believes it fosters a great sense of 

brotherhood and community that is lasting and impactful. He described ATO as a tight-

knit group of guys who love, support, and care for each other no matter what. The 

biggest factor he stressed is how ATO guys are always there for you, and you will 

always be there for them. We are insanely excited to see how Michael will grow as a 

man and leader in our Chapter over these next four years.  



Brotherhood 
Kappa Rho’s Brotherhood committee has already been hard at work this fall semester, 

with chairman Evan Potter leading the brothers on several fun outings. One such event 

was paintball at Central Alabama Paintball Park, a course sure to excite even veteran 

paintballers with its various maps featuring interesting obstacles– including a replica 

plane.  After a rundown on rules and equipment, Kappa Rho quickly divided into two 

teams for the day. Blood pumping swiftly, the brothers assembled into their teams on 

opposite sides of the course. The referee’s clarion signal commenced the battle, and 

with it, a bright barrage of yellow missiles hissed through the air. Allegedly, Kappa Rho 

played with “low-impact” paintballs, but to those brave souls riddled with the vicious 

marks of crossfire, that point seemed quite moot. As the dust parted from the first 

battle, a clear victor emerged from the match. This team would win again, and again, 

and again, and yet again. Lopsided as 

the day’s skirmishes may have been, 

even brothers on the losing team 

had a grand time. Matthew DiPrima 

says of the day, “It was a rave, 

extremely fun. I was on the losing 

team– lost every round and still had 

a good time. It was Dowen that lit 

everybody up. He carried the other team. It was also a great day for teamwork; I got 

closer to some older brothers from shooting at each other and eating wings 

afterward.”   

          Another semester highlight was Kappa Rho’s ever-popular game of broomball 

hosted on the Pelham Civic Center’s ice hockey rink, the same rink on which the 

beloved Birmingham Bulls play. Broomball is a massive, full-contact game of ice hockey 

minus the skates, puck, and hockey sticks. In place of a conventional stick, a broom 

handle affixed with an odd rubber head is given to each player. The goal is simple– 

score one, and more if you can. But the mighty broomballers of Kappa Rho can make 

that a challenging proposition, to say the least. Smacking the small red rubber ball 

around the rink, the brothers vied to be the one to finally put the ball into the back of 



the net, all the while lovingly body-checking those brothers who were playing for the 

wrong team. Hard falls and good-natured scuffles abounded, but at the end of the day, 

everyone went home tired yet in high spirits from both a love of the game and a love 

of fellowship with the brothers.  When asked about what role these fun get-together 

activities play in the growth of Kappa Rho, Evan had this to say, “Our brotherhood 

events give the members of Kappa Rho a chance to enjoy the company of their 

brothers in a space that isn’t bogged down by formality or expectation. Male 

friendships are fostered through simply doing fun things together, and brotherhood 

events are an integral part of our chapter’s operations. While traditions like Broomball 

are a staple of our semester, I also try to keep things fresh by adding new events. 

Doing new and fun activities together as a chapter is one of the many things that make 

Kappa Rho such a unique environment. It doesn’t matter what we’re doing as long as 

we’re doing it together.” 

Alumni Spotlight 
Dylan Hudson (Class of 2022) was one of the oldest brothers Kappa Rho has ever 

recruited. From 2009 to 2020, Dylan Hudson served in the United States Marine Corps, 

helping serve his nation and better his community. Upon coming to Samford in 2021, 

Dylan Hudson soon pledged and eventually came to become a brother, valuing both 

our values and our brotherhood. Even though Dylan was much older, everyone in the 

brotherhood found deep value in their relationship with Dylan. Dylan had a unique 

older perspective in the chapter, which he used to help brothers and give advice. 

During his time in the chapter, Dylan served as the Scholarship chair. Dylan has always 

valued integrity and leadership and helped to raise his younger brothers with those 

same values. Towards the end of his time at Samford, Dylan won Mr. Congeniality (the 

people’s choice) at ZTA’s Mr. 

Samford show, helping raise 

money for charity. After 

graduation, Dylan was lucky to 

land a great, stable job as a Senior 

Recruiter for Target. Dylan always 

has believed in the values of ATO, 



supporting and advocating for our mission both within the chapter and outside of it. To 

quote Dylan, “Kappa Rho is going to be the Fraternity that leads the way at Samford in 

the next few years. For it to be so young, the Chapter has more momentum than any 

other Chapter, and the initiative the brothers are putting into ATO to constantly be 

better in all that they do speaks volumes about the type of men that are leading the 

way. I Learned more from the brothers last year than I thought possible, and the 

willingness for them to accept my son and me for who we were is something that I will 

hold near and dear to my heart for the rest of my life. I love ATO Kappa. I am beyond 

excited to see what the brothers accomplish.”  Kappa Rho misses Dylan dearly and is 

grateful for all the time he put into helping us, we wish him nothing but the best, and 

we are excited to see what he will accomplish in the future. 

 

 

 

Mental Health in Kappa Rho 
Since its colonization in 2015, the Kappa Rho chapter of Alpha Tau Omega at Samford 

University has always strived to break the stigma of “fraternities;” by forming a solid, 

healthy, and vibrant foundation for a diverse and fruitful brotherhood that pushes men 

to become the best versions of themselves, this chapter sets itself up to be a natural 

leader on this campus that gives back and contributes to the Samford community in a 

meaningful variety of ways. At the core of this excellence and genuineness that each 

brother seeks to live out in his 

everyday life is something Alpha 

Tau Omega holds integral in its 

values and mission: its focus on 

mental health. 

The Kappa Rho chapter 

recognizes that it is not just “ok” 

for men to be open and 

vulnerable with each other but 

rather encouraged to be open. Disassembling the stereotype of the “macho man” that 

shows no emotion (the type of man commonly associated with fraternities) is one of 

the key practices that sets this fraternity apart from others, and it is a practice that we 

are currently seeking to implement in concrete ways. One of these ways is opening the 



floor during our weekly chapter meetings for brothers to give their testimonies. By 

sharing our journeys of life, faith, and what moments, good and bad, have led us to 

where we are now, we see each other for who we truly are—past all guises and 

masks—and, most importantly, make each other realize that we are not alone in our 

struggles. This is what fuels our brotherhood; we are not four distinct pledge classes 

brought together by shared experiences of suffering during pledge ship; instead, we 

are a cross-class group of men that are united by our innermost beings that lie beneath 

our seemingly different (and perhaps even incompatible) outer selves. 

We recognize that for some men, though, sharing your struggles in front of a 

room of approximately 140 other brothers can be stressful and can cause more harm 

than help, which is why this semester, our brotherhood chair Evan Potter has begun a 

new program called “Tau Groups,” an initiative that places four or five brothers from 

across pledge classes into groups that meet weekly and keep up with each other 

throughout the semester. “An overwhelming number of brothers desired an 

environment where they could be vulnerable and talk about personal matters that 

were more intimate and less intimidating than during chapter,” says Evan. “The 

purpose of Tau groups is solely to provide brothers with that environment. I also 

selected the groups to include a variety of grades and personalities to build overall 

chapter cohesion and foster bonds between brothers that may not be as close yet.” 

Evan hopes that Tau Groups will grow to become a major component in the Kappa Rho 

chapter as it continues to grow and develop, serving as a major benefactor in the 

brothers’ lives and fostering confidence in the face of adversity when life gets tough.  

Alpha Tau Omega is a fraternity built on the principles of “binding men together 

in a brotherhood… with a bond as strong as right itself,” and the Kappa Rho chapter at 

Samford continues to bring men together and make that brotherhood a reality, 

promoting an atmosphere of genuineness and servanthood that extends to our larger 

campus community. With our attention to men’s mental health, we hope to have 

established something here that will last much longer than ourselves and continue to 

be an excellent service to those in this chapter that we are all proud of and so dearly 

love.  

 

 



Spooky Philanthropy 

With the constant growth in our chapter, we decided that we wanted to create a new 

signature philanthropy event. Our Philanthropy Chair, Dowen Fife, was tasked with 

developing this new event. After months of brainstorming and planning, we are overly 

excited to announce that the Kappa Rho Chapter of ATO will be hosting the first annual 

Scary Face Race, a Halloween philanthropy event designed to support our two 

incredible philanthropies: Family Promise of Birmingham and Manufactured Good. 

Family Promise of Birmingham is a non-profit organization designed to benefit 

underprivileged families 

that are homeless. Not only 

are these families provided 

shelter, food, and clothes, 

but they remain together 

to prevent the separation 

of parents and their 

children. Manufactured Good is a non-profit organization that provides blue-collar jobs 

to previously incarcerated men. Their mission is to help instill a love for working and to 

serve their workers 

Through the hard work of Dowen Fife 

and his committee, the Scary Face 

Race will be hosted on October 15th at 

Trinity United Methodist Church. At 

8:00 A.M, a two-mile fun run will take 

place with pledges, members, and 

others in the community who will run 

in Halloween costumes.   

Following the race, other festivities 

will take place until 12:00 P.M 

including trick-or-treat for children, 

music, food trucks, inflatables, face 

paint, and more.  Additionally, to raise 



 

money for these charities, ATO has spent multiple days on Ben Brown Plaza advertising 

the event. Every Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday since September 29th, at least 

two members of ATO have been selling tickets to the event and collecting donations 

for these charities at Ben Brown Plaza. In addition, one member dressed in an 

inflatable sky dancer each day to add some excitement to the event. We are very 

excited about our first-ever Scary Face Race and would love to see you there 

supporting our chapter and our philanthropies. If you cannot attend and would still like 

to support you can donate through our Crowd-Change,  which can be accessed by the 

QR code in the graphic or on the bio on our Instagram. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


