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Welcome! 
Hello and welcome to the first alumni newsletter. As our chapter grows older and we 
begin to actually have alumni, we feel that it is ever important to keep those who have 
gone before us informed of their ol’ fraternity alma mater. Therefore, please take a 
moment to pour yourself a cup of tea or wine and catch up on the happenings of “the 
dear old gold and blue.” 

Brotherhood 
Serving as Brotherhood Chairman for this semester, I’ve really been challenged with 
thinking outside the box in creative ways to get the chapter together. With the help of 
our Chaplain, Drake Anthony, and the committee we oversee, we’ve seen great turnout 
for all of the events we’ve thrown.  

I’m very proud of the 
work this committee has 
put in and the value we 
all have in Brotherhood 
events. Notably, I feel 
our Bible Study is at the 
largest amount of regular 
attendees as I’ve seen 
since joining the chapter, 
and our Bid Day event for 
this semester, Quidditch, 
may very well become a 
yearly event from the 
wild success we saw in it. Both of those have been very successful in our administration 
for getting guys together.  

However, I think the two things I enjoyed most this past semester were bringing back 
Taulympics and our recent Brotherhood Retreat to Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. Taulympics 
was not something I had ever participated in before and the help we got from our seniors 
to organize it was part of the reason I feel it ran so smoothly. Drake also played an 
integral role in running Taulympics, and we are all very thankful for the point scoring 
opportunities he came up with. They were creative, fun, and really got the whole chapter 
to buy into them on a weekly basis. In regard to Brotherhood Retreat, I couldn't be 
happier with our turnout and how it went. Everyone who attended had a blast whether 
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it was riding go-karts, playing mini-golf, or even just hanging out at the house playing 
cornhole, throwing the baseball, or just sitting down for a conversation with someone 
they hadn’t seen in a while.  

Overall, I’m more than satisfied with how this semester has gone for Brotherhood 
events, and I’m even more excited to see how next semester plays out. I’m honored to 
be in this role and facilitate greater comradery within our chapter. I can’t wait to see 
what we come up with for the Fall.  

 

Written by Tommy Coutu 

A Word From the Social Committee 
      ATO works hard to put on 
the highest caliber events 
possible. Whether it be 
formals, date parties, or just 
mixers, we work to budget, 
plan, and execute each event 
as if it will be our best one 
yet. Each semester we plan 
and coordinate 2 large 
events. In the fall, we plan an 
open party with the popular 
tradition of it being a 
Halloween party, and we 
also host a semi-formal. In the spring, we typically host a casual date party with 
differing themes every year, and then, to wrap up the year, we like to hold a large 
upscale formal where brothers and their dates dress in their finest attire to celebrate 

another academic year coming to an end.  
 
     Along with our large events, we also work in 
tandem with all sororities on campus in an 
effort to hold one mixer a year with each one. 
Mixers are smaller, more casual gatherings 
between ATO and one other sorority in order 
to allow our members and theirs to get to 
know each other better. It encourages greek 
unity, and it is also a fun way to get to know 
more people on Samford’s campus. The events 
can vary anywhere from a Superbowl party to 
a game night, and they are always a ton of fun. 
 
     Additionally, while ATO is known for its 
#bomb functions, we are also known for the 
personality we bring to each function. While 
we are regularly holding functions of our own, 
ATOs are regularly invited to the other date 



parties, semi’s, formals, etc, of other sororities as well. When asked about ATO’s and 
their presence at events, AOII president Rose Tarwater said, “ATO always bring it on 
the dance floor. They bring a lot of positive energy and people follow that. They always 
amp up the event.” Outside of events we are also known for our personality in our 
everyday interactions. Zeta, Brooke Prudenico, said “You all are the most genuine guys 
on campus that I’ve met- what they say is true, y’all are definitely authentic.” In each 
of our interactions both casual and formal, we seek to uphold these opinions of our 
character. 
 
Written by Daylan Jhin 

A Reflection On Pledgeship 
     One of the main reasons why I chose ATO was because I felt accepted from the get-
go. So many groups and organizations take you in and try to mold you to their idea of 
what a person should look like. Instead of having you change into someone you’re not, 
ATO extends their hand to ANYONE who wants to be a brother and tries foster that 
person as a better expression of themselves instead of becoming a carbon copy of 
some “ideal ATO.” Those who join will be treated as well as any other brother, and 
they will never be discriminated against.  
 
     In pledgeship, hear me when I say, ATO DOES NOT HAZE. If there is one thing that 
puts ATO in a league of its own, it’s that it shuns the idea of hazing. Hazing is an 
abomination in that destroys rather than builds brotherhood--- not to mention the 
pain and humiliation it causes. Rather, ATO uses pledgeship to grow you as a 
respectful, integrity-esteemed person.   
 
     The best part of pledge ship, in my opinion, is being able to bond not only with your 
class, but with the brothers as well. While you will always have a special bond with 
your pledge class, ATO is really good at integrating all brothers as one fraternity rather 
than a series of years. After two semesters of membership in ATO, I hardly realize 
which year each brother is in. Rather, ATO’s recognize each other as ATOs. Once 
initiated, you are a full member from the get-go. There is no seniority hierarchy in ATO. 
Not to mention, these will be the guys who will be there in your highs and lows and 
maybe even at your wedding. The bond between pledges and brothers is something to 
be cherished. Looking ahead, I’m extremely pumped for what’s to come in being part 
of this fraternity.  
 
     Lastly, I know that some of you who read this will be looking to rush very soon. As 
some advice, I urge you to take this journey seriously. ATO recruits MEN and not BOYS. 
Should you treat the process as a boy, then don’t expect to get far. The brothers of 
ATO take their organization very seriously. ATO values respect and will reciprocate any 
respect you give to them. I’m looking forward to meeting you guys and hopefully 
having the honor of calling you my brother. 
 
Written by Jack Scontras 



Brother Spotlight 
      While attending Samford University, there are some faces that seem to surface and 
be involved in every aspect of student life, and none exhibit this better than Kappa 
Rho’s very own, Brice Boyer.  Throughout his four years here, Brice has been a 
Communication Resource Center tutor, the Vice President and the President of Sigma 
Tau Delta (English Honor Society), a Step Sing Director, the Creative Writing Editor for 
Wide Angle- Samford’s literary research journal, a Howard Scholar, a Howard 
Ambassador for English, a University Fellow, the Chairman of the Fellows Leadership 
Council, a Connections Leader, and even Alpha Tau Omega’s Secretary. 

 
     Brice has worked for HeartLife Soul Care 
Counseling as an Intern and Office Worker 
doing anything to further the company’s 
presence.  He also initiated a COVID-related 
mental health awareness campaign.  Boyer 
has also worked for the CRC for three years 
as a Writing Consultant and CRC Leadership, 
which means he co-led orientations for new 
tutors, reconfigured the the training of 
tutors to solely online due to COVID-19, 
assisted graduate-level international 
students in grasping the nuances of the 
English language, and even encouraged 
students to continue working towards 
writing excellence in various mediums of 
writing such as lab reports, argumentative 
essays, metanalyses, and research review 
papers. 
 
     Brice has been a member of three 

different Honor Societies: Sigma Tau Delta (English), Psi Chi (Psychology), and Omicron 
Delta Kappa (Leadership).  He has also conducted two research studies: one on The 
Impact of Locus of Control on Perceived Stress in College Students and the other on 
Interactions Between Locus of Control and Religiosity in College Students. 
 
     This May, Boyer will graduate with a Bachelor of Arts Double Major in Psychology 
and English with a Concentration in Creative Writing.  After graduating, Brice will be 
working for Alsana Eating Disorder Rehab as a Direct Care Counselor (behavioral health 
tech).  He plans on doing this for the next 1-2 years, while he continues to apply for a 
Ph.D. in clinical psychology.  The “ultimate goal”, as he puts it, is to become a 
counselor while also researching new music related therapies. 
 
     Brice means the absolute world to all of his brothers.  He encourages everyone, and 
his words carry so much weight.  The resounding words I hear from everyone is that a 
lunch with Brice Boyer is like a lunch with an angel.  He cares so genuinely for all of us, 
and we would happily move mountains for the man.  I can personally say that I look up 



to Brice more than just about anybody I have ever met, and if any of us can leave our 
mark on Samford the way Brice did, then it was a successful four years here. 
 
     As you can tell, if it exists, Brice has not just participated in it but excelled in it.  
Unnoted in all his resume work, he has helped Luke Bice with his new Academic 
Tribunal, Josh Chiodo in Assassin setup, Jacob Manning in the establishment of this 
very newsletter, and so much more that does not go unnoticed.  Brice was even voted 
the “Super Mega Brother of the Year” by our chapter for Senior Superlatives, and he 
deserves the recognition.  Brice would like everyone to know that he will be in 
Birmingham for at least the next year- his number is 901-651-6161, and he is always 
open to a dinner! 
 
Written by Drake Anthony 

Alumni Highlight 
     On this portion of the Alumni highlight, we had the honor of interviewing alumni 
Taylor Houchins. Currently, Taylor serves as a teacher and a coach in his hometown of 
Gardendale, Alabama. Within his position at the school, he currently coaches football, 
wrestling, and soccer. Notably, his wrestling team has won the state championship two 
years in a row. Through his tremendous leadership and coaching ability, Taylor has 
been named a recipient of the National Wrestling Coaches Association Assistant Coach 
Staff of the Year award. This is just one of many accomplishments that the 
distinguished gentlemen of ATO Kappa Rho have received since graduating.  
 
     After catching up on 
Taylor’s life, we asked him 
for his thoughts on the 
chapter while he was an 
active member. Taylor was 
full of stories when talking 
about his time in Kappa Rho 
but one in particular had 
stood out to him, saying, “My 
best ATO memory is probably 
our first Step Sing. I got 
injured during the practice 
window (not at practice) and 
had to perform in a walking 
boot.” We then proposed the 
key question that we always 
like to hear from our alumni: “What was the brotherhood like.” Taylor responded 
saying, “It was a true brotherhood. We competed like brothers, we fought like 
brothers, but we also loved like brothers. Not everyone saw eye to eye, but we would 
all have the others’ backs.” This is truly an exemplary response of what we strive to be 
like as a chapter at Kappa Rho. 
 
Written by Isaiah Strong 


